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Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

CHARLES H. BRONSON, Commissioner

The Capitol ( Tallahassee, FL 32399-0800


Please Respond to:

Division of Plant Industry

P.O. Box 147100/1911 Southwest 34th Street

Gainesville, Florida 32614-7100

Telephone:  (352) 372-3505/Facsimile: (352) 334-0715
http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/plantinsp/apiary/apiary.html 

MINUTES OF THE AFRICAN HONEY BEE-INTER-AGENCY COORDINATION GROUP CONFERENCE CALL

The African honey Bee Inter-Agency Coordination Group conference call began at 10:01 on August 8, 2006, with Mr. Jerry Hayes welcoming everyone, thanking them for joining us on this conference call.

Mr. Hayes asked everyone to introduce themselves and tell what agency they represented.

Those that participated were:

Denise Feiber, Chief, Bureau of Technical Assistance, DPI/FDACS feiberd@doacs.state.fl.us  
(352) 372-3505 ext 102

Richard Clark, Chief, Bureau of Plant and Apiary Inspection DPI/FDACS clarkr@doacs.state.fl.us  (352) 372-3505 ext 154

G. W. (Jerry) Hayes, Jr., Assistant Chief, Bureau of Plant and Apiary Inspection, Apiary Inspection Section hayesg@doacs.state.fl.us  (352) 372-3505 ext 128 

Dr. Tomm Johnson, Plant Pest Administrator, Department of Agriculture and Industries tjohnson@agri.state.al.us (334) 240-7225 (334) 240-7168 fax 

Dennis Barclift, Apiarist, Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries Dennis.Barclif@agi.alabama.gov 

Dana Bryan, Environmental Policy Coordinator, Office of the Director, Florida Park Service,   Dana.Bryan@dep.state.fl.us  (850) 245-302 internal extension 3411, Suncom 205-3029, FAX 234-3041

Mike Becker, Central Florida Pest Control Organization certifiedpestcon@bellsouth.net 
Michael J. Page, Environmental Administrator, Division of Agricultural Environmental Services pagem@doacs.state.fl.us  (850) 921-1049

Jamie Ellis, Assistant Professor, Extension Apiculturist, UF/IFAS, (352) 392- 1901 ext 130

jdellis@ufl.edu 

Dr. William (Bill) F. Kern, Jr., Associate Professor,  UF/IFAS  WHK@ufl.edu  (954) 577-6329 
Suncom 459-6329

Jude Plummer , Miami/Dade Pest Control Manager, General Services Administration

Jp9529@miamidade.gov 

Rene Borroto, Florida Department of Health Rene_Borroto-Ponce@doh.state.fl.us 
Chad Bradt, Alachua County Fire Rescure, CTB@Alachua.Fl.us 

Ernie Jillson, Captain,  Miami/Dade Venon 1 Response Team jillson@miamidade.gov 
Lt. Al Cruz, Public Safety Officer from Miami-Dade Venon 1 Response Team cruza@miamidade.gov 

Ms. Roderiques,  Florida Park Service
Mr. Hayes also advised the group that unfortunately the Governor’s tourism staff was attending another function and they would not be able to participate.  He further advised the group that Dana Bryan, Environmental Policy Coordinator, Office of the Director, Florida Park Service was traveling and would not be able to participate. (Mr. Bryan was able to join this call.)
Mr. Hayes advised the group that this meeting would be a recap items that had been previously discussed.  Mr. Hayes introduced and welcomed Dr. Jamie Ellis, the newly appointed Extension Apiculturist for the University of Florida’s Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS), stating we were glad to have Dr. Ellis, that he would add a lot of information to the issue of the African Honey Bee (AHB).
Mr. Hayes advised that there had been additional stinging events, of dogs and people who were sent to hospitals.  Our main concern Mr. Hayes said, is that we are still receiving this information second handed, sometimes third, and that we need to have a central clearing office for surveying these types of incidents.

At this point Mr. Hayes turned the meeting over to Ms. Denise Feiber, Chief, Bureau of Technical assistance for the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumers Services.

The following participants introduced themselves to the conference call: Captain Cruz from Miami/Dade, Mr. Becker, a Pesticide Control Operator,  Dr. Phil Koehler, and Ms. Roderiques from Parks and Recreation.

Ms. Feiber said she wanted to let the group know that she was the one that had requested an early August conference call but now had regrets that she had suggested that because of the amount of work still left to do.  She advised the group that the Division had gotten a lot accomplished in this short span of time.  Training and education outreach programs have been coming along.  The Inter-Agency Coordination Group Website is up and running at the following website address:   http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/plantinsp/apiary/ahbgroup/  with the addition of several slogans for entry to consider as the “catch phrase”, also the African Honey Bee (AHB) feedback is working, this information will be continually updated and additional information added.  Ms Feiber pointed out that this website also parallels the Division’s website on AHB, the former website just pertains to the Inter-Agency group.  Anyone seeking additional AHB information on publications can check on the Division’s website.

Someone asked where notification of AHB incidents were going.  Ms. Feiber advised that anyone who called in on the 1-800-FLA-HELP line would be directed to the Division’s help line.

Ms. Feiber said that she had contact with Linda Brown from Florida Emergency Management and they had successfully given an AHB presentation for Area 4 in Pasco County in July.  The feedback Ms. Feiber had received was good.  Currently Florida Emergency Management is not necessarily involved with AHB but because of the positive feedback from the Area 4 meeting, the Division is doing another presentation in Key Largo which will be the latter part of August, Agriculture and Consumer protection Specialist Supervisor, Richard Dunaway will be giving this presentation.   The Division is continually moving forward with these types of presentations and would like feedback through the website.  Ms. Feiber stressed the point of accessing this website as new information would continually be added and feedback would let the Division know if needed more valuable information or if information needed to be modified.

Mike Page injected that this is a great opportunity to get information through this website through his organization.  

Ms. Feiber mentioned the “tag line” or slogan.  What does the group want to do, will they vote on it now, choose something, or get back in touch through the website?  Mike Page asked for the website address and Mr. Hayes gave his e-mail address and asked Mr. Page to e-mail him and he would send the link information to him.  Someone asked how many slogans were there, Ms. Feiber proceeded to read them off.  Ms. Feiber wanted to know if they wanted to narrow it down to two or three messages that they wanted to consider.    She further stated at the Honey Bee Technical Council meeting in July,  the message that the Industry wanted to relay was to not only raise awareness that honey bee are critical to agriculture but to be aware of the environment for safety reasons.   Ms. Feiber again advised the group to access the website and link onto the slogans for consideration.  Ms. Feiber advised that the Division’s WebMaster has recently left and that she was learning, and would be getting information revised, but not immediately.

Captain Jillson from Miami/Dade Fire Department stressed the important of listen, look and run, one of the slogans.    Mr. Hayes asked Captain Jillson if the chosen slogan would be transferable to the Fire Department/First Responders Group.   Captain Jillson said he didn’t think so as they have their own slogans that they use.  Someone mentioned that Be Aware, Listen, Get out of the Area would be good.  Captain Jillson said that slogans should be only three or four words, that is what Hazmat uses.  Ms. Adrian Hunsberger, MS, Entomologist/Botanist, and the  Horticultural Agent with Miami/Dade said in her position with Extension she has contact with 2.5 million people, and that a short slogan is important.  Ms. Hunsberger said that she was glad to be working with Jude Plummer and she was glad that Mr. Plummer had taken the lead on the AHB in Miami/Dade.  She was interested in the species and education about AHB.  She advised the group that she has mass media contact once or twice a week, especially with the Herald which would give her the opportunity to exploit the media in a positive way on AHB.  She explained that garden writers could cover this information as invasive species, contacting local newspapers, start an outreach campaign, contacting extension columnists that write for local newspapers and get the AHB awareness information out there.  She said the Herald does not dictate slogans or stories.  Ms. Hunsberger felt that extension agents would know how to spread the word.  Mr. Hayes asked what would the Division have to do to tap into the extension’s website in order to educate and brief all extensionists who may be not be aware of the AHB situation.

Ms. Feiber advised that she had spoke with Dr. Joan Dusky, Associate Dean for Extension from the University of Florida on a teleconference on AHB and together they had discussed how they could do an article in collaboration with IFAS for distribution and modify various papers on AHB.  Ms. Feiber would be willing to contact Dr. Dusky again.  Ms. Hunsberger asked Ms. Feiber if Dr. Dusky was receptive.  Ms. Feiber said yes.  Ms. Hunsberger asked Ms. Feiber because of the stinging incidents being elevated in Palm Beach County, and South East Florida if Ms. Feiber would like for her to contact Joan.  Ms. Feiber said she would pass this information along about the importance of the AHB situation.  

Ms. Feiber advised the group that there already had been some modification on the African Honey Bee Inter-Agency Working Group list on the website.  It was the consensus of the group that they liked the Listen, Look and Run, however it was mentioned that it was important to have stinging/siting incidents reported.  Mr. Hayes confirmed that tracking stinging incidents was important instead of getting information second or third handed.  A clearing house where these incidents are taking place should be considered, did anyone have any ideas?  Captain Jillson said that they are tracking 911 calls through their agencies to disseminate this information.  They currently have a snake bite data base and possibly could put bee incidents into a data base, however this would be way in the future, possibly they could tie into the Miami/Dade area.  

Mr. Jude Plummer said that all agencies in Miami/Dade should be inter-connected and share information, working with 311 and 911 could get information disseminated with a little fluctuation on the numbers.  Mr. Hayes said that since Miami, Broward and Palm Beach Counties seem to be the hot spot they need to lead on the development of this interaction.  

It was mentioned that there seemed to be a problem getting the Broward county’s fire department trained, however Mr. Hayes advised that they had been in touch with Florida Fire Chief’s and the Division would have the opportunity to participate at their convention.    There seems to be more cooperation now.  Pest Control Operator (PCO)  communication has improved by training,  with positive feed back on the effort.
Ms. Feiber advised again the need of balance in the message of being aware of your environment.  Ms. Feiber said that Richard Clark, Chief of the Bureau of Plant and Apiary Inspection had a good idea about getting the Ag In The Classroom involved in a contest  to come up with being aware of your environment.   

The consensus was that there is a need to have some action on the AHB.  Feedback is needed on the website to confirm that we are going in the right direction.

Dana Bryan asked if there was a list of ideas and that we should address.   He asked about a poster.  Ms. Feiber said that we have an 8 ½ x 11 single sheet poster that is currently two sided and  it was in a PDF file on the website.  She advised that this poster has tips for watching your environment; it also stresses safety and the importance on honey bees.  

Dana Bryan said this poster will be useful to state agencies and that of the 159 Parks with 17,000,000 visitors he would like to see a workup agency plan that would be symbolic of other state agencies that could also be used in interaction with the public.  Mr. Bryan further stated that written and training material could be developed by DPI as a template which would be a standard for each agency’s use with the same consistent message that could be incorporated into a procedures manual for each agency.

Dr. Kern asked Mr. Bryan about being able to speak at the upcoming Biological meeting in March.  Mr. Bryan said of the 1,000 employees that would be attending this meeting there were only 50 biologists agency wide.  They could conduct training with field staff and it would be based on availability.  

Mr. Hayes advised the group of the South Florida Water Management District’s (SFWMD) change concerning beekeepers being able to place the gentle managed honey bee colonies on their property.  That in the past, beekeepers were not allowed to maintain honey bee locations, however, over the course of two years and the education process of beekeepers being part of the solution towards the slowing of African honey bees progression throughout the state by the dilution of the AHB genetics the SFWMD was requesting bids from beekeepers for managed colonies to be placed on state properties managed by them.  This had taken a two year period to accomplish that had developed slowly and judiciously.  Mr. Hayes was asking Mr. Bryan how do we expand this positively?  

Mr. Bryan advised that the Florida Park Services was not prepared to allow managed colonies into the parks because of the AHB.  Mr. Bryan said managed honeybees were not allowed, as there was currently no policy to allow this to occur.  In the past beekeepers had been allowed access to state parks, however the number of beekeepers dwindled because of the bidding hassles, internal guidelines, bears and Melaleuca.  Mr. Bryan said the feeling was that is was not appropriate on state land for beekeepers making a profit.  It was still debatable.  Mr. Bryan said conferring with other biological scientists, comments from the Archbold laboratory indicated that ecologically, there was still a question as to whether or not African bees would fill the void left from managed colonies not being in an area.    State property was directed by a Board of Trustees.

Mr. Hayes again asked how beekeepers might want to take advantage of state sites, who would they contact.  Mr. Bryan said that they could contact the local land mangers, they could also check with Mark Glisson.  Mr. Hayes thanked Mr. Bryan for the lead.

Mr. Hayes then turned the discussion over to Dr. Bill Kern who gave an overview of the opportunities of conducting educational outreach training programs on the African honey bee.  Dr. Kern gave one on July 21 to Region 6 in Maitland which sparked an interest in Brevard County.  

Dr. Kern said that he has been in contact with various municipalities and fire departments and as a result, on August 15, he will be conducting the First African Honey Bee Field Day Training Program for Pest Control Operators in Fort Lauderdale.  This will be given to First Responders, Pest Control Operators, Fire Fighters, Utilities and Park personnel and will involve depopulation of African honey bees, removing honeybees from structures, etc.

Dr. Kern said that the Tampa Bay area had shown an interest in this training also.  Dr. Kern said that Fred Santana would be giving an African Honey Bee Program on August 16 in Sarasota.  Dr. Kern advised the group that there are other opportunities to conduct these types of educational programs on AHB.

Mike Becker of Certified Pest Control Operators of Florida said that they would segue way with Dr. Kern and Dr. Ellis in the state and would set up meetings with them to work on getting  articles, e-mails, and flyers distributed to their personnel,  that currently they are not up to par yet but are working towards getting this information available.

Mr. Hayes asked Mr. Becker how could the Division be of assistance with these various publications?  Mr. Becker advised that they had various publications, pest program magazines, etc. and that approaching the African bee situation from these angles, he felt that they could reach at least 90% of all PCOs to make them aware of the African bee situation.  Mr. Becker felt from the three publications they had that this would disseminate the information quickly.  Ms. Feiber asked if the Department could participate.  Dr. Kern advised the group that he would have three articles published next year with Ernie Neff.  Mike Page said that they could publish something before next year, possibly next month.  

Mr. Hayes advised the group about California’s response to the African honey bee which  had allowed a special classification with eight hours training for PCOs on the eradication of AHB, and he would like to explore that possibility of this being done here to bring a professionalism to Florida.

Mike Becker expressed a concern about the awareness and concern of consumers being hurt or killed.  He advised that currently there is an awareness void by the public concerning AHB.
Mike Page advised the group that Mosquito control in a couple of counties wanted to add AHB depopulation, someone said this should be discouraged, however there should be one limited certification for Pest Control Operators.  These limited certifications have merit in California as their education is in place,  to do this in Florida would constitute a statutory change advised Mr. Bryan.

Mr. Hayes agreed, he advised that currently we are taking small steps towards this goal, there would still have to be further internal discussions to clarify what needed to be done before moving forward.  Mr. Hayes wanted to know what the Division could do to assist the pest control operators towards this limited certification.

Mike Becker said that a PDF file with information could be developed by Dr. Kern and DACS, then distributed to PCOs right away.  

Dr. Kohler advised Mr. Becker that something needs to be written first towards awareness of the African bee situation before training.  Mr. Ernie Neff advised that their publication on AHB would reach throughout the state and Dr. Kern’s article could be put into the next publication, the September/October publication is already to press, but that it could be put in the November/December publication if this could help.

Mr. Hayes asked Mr. Jude Plummer to discuss being at the epi center of AHB in Florida, how are things going in his region, with county, city, and governmental agencies.  What issues or struggles are they having.  Mr. Plummer said that awareness on the AHB is high, we want to keep everyone involved and moving forward, especially in coordinating emergency 911 and 311 numbers.  PCOs need to be addressing training for stinging events, currently this training is not adequate, and where will  this training be available.  

Mr. Hayes advised through cooperative extension agencies, and safety meetings, AHB awareness would move forth with the efforts on the training programs that are being conducted, the Division will assist in anyway that it can with any decisions that this group recommends.  Mr. Hayes advised the group that they need to stay in touch through e-mails, phone conversations, websites, etc.  

Mike Page asked about obtaining a list of PCOs and or beekeepers who handles AHB or wild hives, who maintains this list?  Ms. Feiber advised that we keep it updated.  The Florida helpline has this information, the Department does not make recommendations, we only provide names,  it is currently in an Excel file and needs to be more user-friendly.  Mr. Hayes advised that this listing is provided though the Department of Environment Services, Steve Dwinell’s office.  

Dr. Koehler advised that he needed to leave the conference call but wanted to ask Denise Feiber again about the 8 1/2x 11 poster.  Ms. Feiber advised that it is not really a poster, the poster is not completed yet, but a FACT sheet is and they will get it up on the site right away.  Dr. Koehler confirmed that they will work on getting Dr. Kern’s article in the November/December issue and will work with every pest control operator to see that they are made aware of the AHB situation.  Mr. Hayes thanked Dr. Koehler for his participation and felt that this was a great idea to get the AHB information disseminated among Florida’s PCOs.

Ms. Hunsberger asked about a beekeepers removal list, stating that in the past beekeepers would remove swarms of bees.  Mr. Hayes advised the group that the Division did not recommend that beekeepers eradicate or collect swarms.  The Division did not think beekeepers were properly trained at this point, nor were they licensed pest control operators, and most did not carry liability insurance.  The Division feels that it is an extremely bad idea for beekeepers to take home wild swarms.  California had a beekeeper that was taking wild swarms home to rehabilitate, but unfortunately the beekeeper died when he had collected African bees.  Mr. Hayes advised that swarm depopulation should be conducted by licensed PCOs, first responders and fire rescue, those properly trained in bee removal unless the Industry can get the statute changed to be more favorable to beekeepers.
Ms. Hunsberger said that it was frustrating not to have a list of beekeepers because she gets at least one call a day and would like a list of someone qualified to do bee removal.

Dr. Kern said that he distributed a list to all county offices of those that had been properly trained in bee depopulation, which should have been shared.

Mr. Hayes advised that some beekeepers no longer want to do bee removal.  Some pesticide companies don’t want to do it because they think it is illegal, that bees are protected.  Mr. Hayes advised Ms. Hunsberger that some companies will use that as an excuse not to deal with stinging insects but it is not the law.

Captain Jillson asked Ms. Feiber how the poster would be laid out, does it show the destinction between honey bees and African honey bees?  Ms. Feiber explained that it gave information on what to do in a stinging situation, how to watch for nesting sites, etc.

Captain Jillson said that he would like to familiarize himself with the AHB program because they have a Dangers in your Back Yard program that they conduct for school children, Girl and Boy Scouts, etc and if he could obtain a clean copy of our poster then their department could have these printed out and incorporate the AHB information into their program.  They average between 95,000 to 125,000 individuals that they distribute information to annually.  Captain Jillson gave his e-mail address of Jillson@miamidade.gov so that Ms. Feiber could send him this information.

Dr. Kern said that he thought this PDF file was already there for direct down load.

Mr. Bryan commented on the safety precautions on the website, his concern however was that even though this information could be downloaded it was not on letterhead.  Mr. Bryan felt like it should have the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services letterhead.  He further stated that there should be one spokesperson so the message would be consistent.  He also felt that the minutes should be on the website.  

Ms. Feiber advised Mr. Bryan that this information was specifically set up so that each agency could use this literature for their own use, using the same consistent information,  this literature was a tool that was provided for each agency to make their personnel aware of the AHB situation.  Ms. Feiber advised that the website information would be updated by the end of the month.

Mr. Hayes said that the Department of Agriculture’s main concern was safety first and that this information provided that.  We were here to help each other.

Dr. Ellis asked to speak to the group by introducing himself saying that he had officially been in his new position one day, three hours, seven minutes and fifty-two seconds.  He confirmed that he would be assisting this group by following state laws, gave a brief account of living and working with African bees in Africa, and that he would be getting in touch with Mr. Hayes to get up to par on what has been done so far, and what his office could do to assist.  Dr. Ellis thanked everyone for this opportunity to be involved.

Mr. Hayes asked if there were any further discussion, no one responded.  He advised the minutes would be distributed as soon as possible and thanked everyone for their time, comments, and suggestions.
At 11:25 the conference call ended.
Respectfully submitted:  G. W. Hayes, Jr.
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