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February 21, 2007



MEMORANDUM

TO:

Inter-Agency African Honey Bee Participants 

FROM:    
Jerry Hayes, Assistant Chief – Apiary Section



Bureau of Plant and Apiary Inspection

SUBJECT:
Inter-Agency African Honey Bee Conference Call Minutes

Attached are the minutes of the recent Inter-Agency African Honey Bee Conference Call of February 9, 2007.

I believe that we are making excellent progress and look forward to continuing our efforts on these very important issues.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.

JH/cd

attachment

Inter-Agency African Honey Bee Conference Call Minutes
The Inter-Agency African Honey Bee Conference Call on February 9, 2007 started at 10:00 A. M.

Mr. Hayes called the meeting to order at 10:03 AM. and asked everyone to introduce themselves.  Those that participated were:

Richard Gaskalla, Director, Division of Plant Industry (DPI),  Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) gaskalr@doacs.state.fl.us (352) 372-3505 extension 106

Connie Riherd, Assistant Director, DPI, FDACS riherdc@doacs.state.fl.us (352) 372-3505 ext 108

Denise Feiber, Public Information Director, DPI, FDACS feiberd@doac.state.fl.us  (352) 372-3505 ext 102

G. W. Hayes, Jr., Assistant Chief, Apiary Inspection Section, Bureau of Plant and Apiary Inspection, DPI, FDACS gwhayes@doacs.state.fl.us (352) 372-3505 ext 128

Cathy DeWeese, Administrative Secretary, Apiary Inspection Section, Bureau of Plant and Apiary Inspection, DPI, FDACS deweesc@doacs.state.fl.us (352) 372-3505 ext 114

Tomm Johnson, Plant Pest Administrator from the Alabama, Department of Agriculture and Industries tjohnson@agri.state.al.us (334) 240-7225

Travis Tyler, Apiary Inspector for Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries

Jim Warneke, Manager of Disney World Pest Management

Dennis Barcliff, State Apiarist/Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries dennis.barclift@agri.alabama.gov 

Joyce, Representative for Dr. Jeffrey N. Bernstein, Florida Poison and Drug Information Center /Dept of Pediatrics

William (Bill) Kern, Jr. Associate Professor, UF/IFAS WHK@ufl.edu (954) 577-6329

Katherine Morrison, Tourism and Sports Liaison, Governor's Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development Katherine.morrison@myflorida.com
Lisa DeGrout representative for Betsy Couch, Corporate Communications Manager, VISITFLORIDA Betsyc@visitfloroida.org (850) 488-4031

Steve Dwinell, Assistant Director, Agriculture Environmental Services, FDACS dwinels@doacs.statea.fl.us (850) 488-7447

Dana Bryan, Environmental Policy Coordinator, Office of the Director, Florida Park Service, Dana.Bryan@dep.state.fl.us (850) 245-3029 extension 3411

Adrian Hunsberger, Urban Horticultural Agent and Entomologist with the UF/IFAS of Miami/ Dade County

Mr. Hayes started the discussion by sharing that he wanted the Inter-Agency African Honey Bee Group to be aware that besides the African honey bee issues, the Beekeeping Industry currently is facing other non-African bee related problems.  There are significant numbers of honey bee colonies dying nationwide due to Colony Collapse Disease (CCD).  This has impacted over 20 states in the United States and several other countries, i.e., Poland lost 400,000, Spain 200,000 as well as other European counties.  Florida has an apiary researcher working in California with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Pennsylvania University, and the University of Montana.  They have not identified if CCD is a fungus, chemicals, or toxins.    There is some speculation that it is because of a seed treatment that is systemic and is in the nectar and pollen, this causing short term memory loss in bees.  They would fly out of the hive and would not be able to find their way back.

Another issue is the spraying taking place in citrus groves for psyllids and other pests.  Honey bees are being impacted by this spraying as spring progresses and because of colony losses grove owners are requesting beekeepers remove their colonies from the groves.  This is not only going to affect the beekeeper, but because of lack of pollination, agricultural yields will be lower.  

Mr. Hayes reported that as of the last inter-agency conference call in August, there have been other stinging events.  A continuation of this report is that African honey bees are still impacting humans, dogs, and livestock.  In January there was a man that was on a respirator for three days after a stinging incident.

Mr. Hayes further stated that as the AHB progress to purify their genetics, stinging incidents will continue to increase.  There were also outdoor maintenance personnel in Charlotte County that were recently hospitalized; there still are no fatalities at this time.

Dr. Kern wanted to elaborate on the successful training that he has been having for first responders in Palm Beach, and Broward County (Fire Department personnel), using foam on the aggressive and defensive African honey bees.  Dr. Kern said that the rescue personnel worked well and was a text book example of good things going on with education and outreach.

Mr. Hayes advised the group that the laboratory was receiving more samples all the time, 80% of which are identified as Africanized.  These Africanized honey bees are spreading in the southern end of the state.  Currently the boundary line is I-4.  On another note, he said there has been no slack of swarming and stinging incidents so far this year.

Mr. Hayes advised that the Florida State Beekeepers Association and the Honey Bee Technical Council collectively developed the Best Management Practices for beekeepers to keep European honey bees and in raising European honey bee queens.  The Beekeeping Industry wants to separate itself from feral colonies.  They want the public to know that boxed colonies are good colonies of honey bees and are not Africanized.  Currently the Best Management Practices are voluntary.  This recommendation is for beekeepers to keep the gentle managed honey bees so the public will see that managed colonies are good honey bees and beekeepers are trying to protect the public.

Mr. Hayes advised Monday he would be attending a beekeepers meeting in Green Cove Springs where two attorneys have been asked to participate to advise the beekeepers concerning these Best Management Practices, to see if this can help to relieve some of the liability concerns about stinging incidents.

Mr. Hayes advised that many presentations have been given by Dr. Kern, the latest was at the Florida Fire Chief Conference.  The Florida Department of Agriculture, partnered with the University of Florida's Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences and other organizations are participating actively in outreach programs to address the Africanized honey bee issues as a team.

Mr. Hayes advised he attended a meeting at the Georgia Department of Agriculture yesterday which was very good.  He advised their Department what they might expect regarding their concerns about the tourist attractions, i.e. specifically Six Flags over Georgia and others tourist locations in Valdosta, etc., as the African honey bee moves into Georgia.

Mr. Hayes shared that New Orleans is also being impacted as African bees have recently been discovered there.

Mr. Hayes asked if there were any questions.  There were none.

Mr. Hayes introduced Denise Feiber to give an update on public outreach.
Ms. Feiber gave a report on the updated Inter-Agency African Honey Bee Group website, today's agenda was posted there along with the minutes and Action Initiatives.   There are also power point presentations.  Ms. Feiber said they hope to add a message map shortly and she asked everyone to please take the time to look at the website.

Ms. Feiber advised that they now have an agreed upon slogan:

Bee Aware - Look - Listen - Run

Ms. Feiber further stressed the importance of getting this slogan out there as a tagline so that everyone would know it and use it.  

Ms. Feiber updated the group about a new Public Awareness Program.  The Department's goal is to advise the public at informal informational sessions in different areas around the state.  The Institute of Food and Agricultural Science's extension offices would be good locations.  These sessions would be at times that would be convenient for larger populations of consumers, the elderly, working people, with hours of 4-7 PM or 4-8 PM.  There would be table top exhibits and an expert representative to give one-on-one information to consumers.  This would also be a media and educational outreach.  They have tentatively planned some for Lee and Collier Counties, this would be preliminary with extension personnel and they would like to have areas where 200+ people would be able to attend these meetings.

Ms. Feiber would like some feedback and would also like someone who would be willing to participate in these sessions.

Steve Dwinell said he felt this was a fantastic idea.  He also suggested that the East Coast counties be included in these meeting, like Broward County. 

There was some discussion concerning various facilities that would be available for these 

meetings.  Ms. Feiber requested that some dates be offered over the next couple of week, with e-mail ideas and locations.  

Ms. Hunsberger asked if the large African bee display would be available at the state fair this year.  Ms. Feiber answered that the display was currently running there now.

Ms. Feiber said these meetings for the public would move around the state on an as needed basis.

Dr. Kern advised that he would be conducting some training on May 17.  The morning would be for utilities personnel and pest control operators would be in the afternoon. The second day in the afternoon he would be training fire fighters after the Governor's hurricane preparness meeting.  Dr. Kern said the program coordinator is Cecilia Hill from Lee County.  

Ms. Feiber said maybe the state could piggyback on these training sessions because of the public availability, and maybe the evening of the 17th would be a suitable time to have one of the Department's informational meetings.

Ms. Feiber said there are continued requests for information on African honey bee that are coming into the Help Line and they are sending out a lot of information packets, continuing to update the website, sending out bookmarkers, and brochures.

There was mentioned of an AHB curriculum activities sheets that will have multiuse, not just for kids.

Dr. Kern asked if Dr. Ellis was working on these, Mr. Hayes advised that Dr. Ellis is currently supporting all these activities; however he is trying to balance the needs of the beekeeping industry and working on other issues with the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences.

Ms. Feiber advised that the African honey bee Public Service Announcements that marketing is working on is moving to a higher priority and they hoped to be airing those sometime over the next two months, there are no specific dates yet.

Mr. Hayes spoke about consumer's concerns that were on fixed income, and the amount that Pest Control Operators are charging to depopulate African honey bee colonies.  Some homeowner's feel that they are paying an exorbitant price, anywhere from $500 to $1000.  The homeowner is trying to solve the problem themselves which many times turns into a stinging incident and leaves the potential that the African honey bee hives are still left in the environment.  

Mr. Dwinell said that the African honey bee website's list of licensed pest control operators should be put on the Department's web site.  Consumers could assist with the reduction in prices if more companies would be doing bee removal, this would drive the prices down.  The consumers could figure out where to go, they could do a website search for bee removal.  

Someone asked what a pesticide company could to do to qualify.  Mr. Dwinell said that the pest control operator should make contact with his Division and then to the Florida Pest Management Association.  Consumers could contact his office to see if they are using a licensed pest control operator, to see if they were legal.

Mr. Gaskalla expressed concern about the general pubic not depopulating a swarm properly, especially when the consumer would be under stress, and what about a pest control company not doing the job properly.

Mr. Dwinell said that consumers could contact his office at 1 (850) 488-7447 and an investigation would be done to see if they were illegal.   

The discussion was more about the higher prices than about the bee depopulating being done improperly.   It was decided that consumers could call the FLA HELP 1 (800) 352-4357 line to report their concerns.  

Mr. Gaskalla advised the group that Florida State Beekeepers Association President, Elmore Herman was in contact with Ralph Popell about discussing the development of a new pesticide control license for the abatement of stinging insects.  They were to have a meeting scheduled next week. This licensing is on the state association's radar screen.  

Mr. Dwinell suggested an Emergency Indigent Fund to help homeowners on the removal of the African honey bees.  Ms. Feiber was asked if this could be put on the Action Items agenda and she  said yes.

It was discussed that this would be difficult because there is no exact system in place for charges between South Florida's Broward, Dade, and Hillsborough counties in removing honey bees from structures.   Dr. Kern said that removals like this can be a lot of work, especially in certain situations.  It is not so time consuming or hard in removing honey bees from trees compared to dwellings.  He compared removal of a swarm in a tree at 15-30 minutes to hours to remove a 200 pound honey comb from an attic dwelling.

Mr. Dwinell asked about a FACT Sheet giving information on Bee Removal Services, information for consumers, for a choice.  

Connie Riherd asked whether homeowner policies would cover this type of removal.  It was stated that generally insurance companies will not cover this.  It would be similar to a termite infestation, there would only be liability coverage if the bees stung someone.

Ms. Hunsberger said they had been getting honey bee calls for many years, specifically about bees in walls or attics, which gets very expensive.   She suggested that the homeowner be informed to not take the cheap route, have it done right the first time.

Mr. Dwinell suggested that pest control operators do not need to do comb removal.  Mr. Hayes advised that unless removal is done, Small Hive Beetles will lay eggs on pollen and comb that is left.  Mr. Hayes gave an example of a man that only had the bees depopulated and reported that he then had white larva coming out of his light fixture after having bees depopulated.  However, contractors could remove the comb after the bees are eliminated.
Dr. Kern said more is needed on bee exclusion, screens and hardware could prevent bee infestation.  

Mr. Hayes asked Jim Warneke if he was using bee exclusions for protection for the Disney World tourist's facilities.  Mr. Warneke said that they had had only one such incident in structures in the past 5-10 years. Most of their swarms are in trees. He shared that it could change now that he made this statement.

Mr. Hayes shared the Florida state beekeepers were talking and considering requesting getting more training on bee removal.  Mr. Dwinell said their system was not perfect; however there was a lot of opposition by the Pesticide Industry against a special license.  He advised Popell was defeated in the past about special licenses because of the resistance in changing Chapter 482.  His office would have to see if there will be a special license issued for venomous insect removal. 

Mr. Hayes advised that some pest control operators do not want to respond to stinging insects, they want to be dropped off the list because these types of removal are too difficult.

Dr. Kern advised with his full bee suit he was stung 115 times on the ankles.  He shared that bees in Miami/Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties are Africanized honey bees and their behavioral change on the East coast is faster than we anticipated.  There have been some major events on the East coast in the last six months.

Dr. Kern asked about swarm traps being placed in the Everglades.  Mr. Hayes confirmed that they had been placed for surveying the area.   Mr. Hayes further stated that there appears to be two separate African bee populations in Florida.   One population from years ago from a ship in the Port of Miami or Port Everglades which went into the Everglades and now are moving out and around South Florida.

The Tampa/St. Petersburg African bee population is a young one with more hybridization genetically.  There have been no major stinging incidents yet.  

The African bees are moving east from Texas into Louisiana and Arkansas.  New Orleans currently has been affected.  Mr. Hayes advised over the next few years the African Bees are going to tax all of our resources.

Ms. Hunsberger asked about bee proofing trees. There was a discussion about changing the environment if this was done.  It was brought out that Africanized honey bees will hang from limbs, that you would not be able to do this as a preventative measure.  

Dr. Kern advised that the University of Florida is doing a training/media photo opportunity showing how to eradicate an African honey bee swarm on February 16 in Broward County with the Broward County Sheriff's office and Broward County Fire Rescue with Ian McGuire.  This will be videoed in the Ft Lauderdale area.  The goal is to produce a training video for distribution for fire fighters, pest control operators, and outdoor workers, etc.

The University would produce it as DVD/CD's with a set of study guides.  The University feels this is the best way to get this information distributed to the most fire and police departments.  They hope to have it out by May 2007 for a pre-edit/comment and review distribution, then after approval, have it in production by summer.

Mr. Hayes asked Dr. Kern if they have funds to produce them for distribution.  Dr. Kern said for the initial production yes, but they would need to sell them through the University of Florida's Institute of Food and Agricultural Science's bookstore at a slightly higher price than the production cost, which would be approximately $10 or less.  

Mr. Hayes asked Dr. Kern about the Fire Chiefs Fire Rescue Presentation at the Fire Chief's Association Meeting in Jacksonville on Jan 26, 2007.  The program was directed at Fire Fighter Training Officers which included CD's, brochures, power point presentations, videos, paper copies of CD versions.  There were 26 who attended this training, representing 16 different fire fighter units.   Dr. Kern said they were very receptive.  The Division's African Bee Technician, David Barnes assisted at this training by advising about the spread of the African honey bees and what to expect.

Dr. Kern said that the fire departments will be purchasing their own personal protection equipment, and showing tactics for emergency stinging incidents.

Mr. Hayes asked how do we in Florida do better to get more people interested to attend these training session?  Dr. Kern said that he expected a lot more in attendance, but because the conference was a  four day conference, people were burned out, some left after the third afternoon and the training was on the fourth day.  This is one of the reasons that the University wants this training to be a stand alone training, if they get the information right, organizations like these can use the multi media packets.

Someone asked why this training could not be posted on a website for first responders, Florida Fire Marshall's Association, fire departments, and public fire investigators.  Dr. Kern said that they also need to develop training for brush land fire fighters but he would have to get assistance from California for this training.

Mr. Hayes asked about the State Fire College/Academy needing this training.  Dr. Kern confirmed yes, currently there is a gap in training and outreach, production material distribution, and the ability to be able to learn without attending a workshop.  Dr. Kern advised that DVD's and videos would be user friendly where action could be seen.  He gave an example of how showing the reaction from an aggravated colony once a cloud of foam is sprayed on the colony would be better, still photos are being used now but it does not actually show what can happen or what the responder can expect.  It currently takes a three hour presentation to show how to knock bees out.

Dana Bryan asked why the videos can't be put on website, that way everyone would have all the same information.  Dr. Kern said it could be possible.

Mr. Warneke told Mr. Hayes that he needed to leave because of another meeting.  Mr.  Hayes asked Mr. Warneke if there was anything else we can do for Disney World.  Mr. Warneke advised that we were doing pretty well, that swarm samples coming back have been identified as Africanized honey bees from the Apiary Section 's African Honey Bee Identification Laboratory.  Mr. Hayes asked about assistance with the media, Mr. Warneke said that they have their own media personnel to handle any inquiries.  Mr. Warneke said he felt we are doing the right things and not to mess around with what we have in place.  He thanked everyone for all the help and was looking forward to the next conference call.

Mr. Hayes then directed his attention to Vanessa Welter with VISITFLORIDA,  Ms. Lisa DeGrout responded that she was the representative for VISITFLORIDA on today's conference call.  Mr. Hayes asked if they had been receiving any calls or were there increases in National Media coverage about African Bees.    Ms. DeGrout said no, that Vanessa and Katherine would be the ones that would respond to stinging incidents.

Ms. Katherine Morrison from the Governor's office of Tourism spoke up and said that we had planned in advance, she and Ms. Couch were comfortable with the plan that had been developed and their offices were tied into one another.  She advised that both Ms. Welter and Ms. Couch would be the key contacts on stinging incidents.

Mr. Hayes then asked the group if there was any discussion.

Ms. Hunsberger asked again about bee proofing trees in parks, where honey bees enter in the hollow trunks, have we had any response about other states concerning this?

Mr. Hayes responded not that he was aware of. 

Dr. Kern advised Ms. Hunsberger that they are finding Africanized honey bees are not always using cavities, they are now finding large African bee populations with comb in  trees with a number of branches gather together with honey comb.  

Dr. Kern stressed the importance of bee proofing structures, we should be concerned with meter boxes and tree cavities, but there is a need to control access to insides of walls, attics, and soffets, as this is the biggest problem.  He advised if there is a hole the size of pencil eraser it should be plugged up.

Ms. Hunsberger asked if a nice color tri-fold brochure for public outreach could be developed about these potential areas of concern and how to bee proof your house.  If Dr. Kern could do this publication, have it printed out and supplied to her office.

Dr. Kern asked about this publication being one page, front and back with graphics, bullets?  Ms. Hunsberger said yes and would the University fund this publication? 

Dr. Kern said the first print out of about 1,000 could be funded but after that they would have to do it.  Ms. Hunsberger said that would last one month as they have a huge amount of consumers.

Mr. Hayes asked if county extension offices could have their previously trained agents do training in St. Lucie, Brevard and Broward counties.  Dr. Kern said yes, Mr. Hayes said that way we are all on the same page with the same information.

Ms. Husberger said that there will be a meeting in June of State of Florida Horticulturists.  They will be bringing up park issues such as removing nests in trees and educating park personnel on African honey bee issues.

Mr. Hayes said that African honey bee's behavior becomes more aggressive as they inter-breed with more African honey bees.  The concern is to heighten awareness of the African honey bee. Mr. Hayes agrees with Dr. Kern that African honey bees do not behave like European honey bees in nest selction.

Mr. Hayes asked Mr. Johnson from Alabama if he had any remarks.  Mr. Johnson responded that he is scared to death.  Mr. Barclift from Alabama advised as of yet they had nothing to claim.  Both confirmed being active in these meetings was helpful and they will continue to be on the lookout for the Africanized honey bees in Alabama and continually working with this group.  

Ms. Feiber said they will work towards getting the Bee Aware Slogan out.  Mr. Barclift asked if this slogan could be regional.  Ms. Feiber said yes, that we wanted it to be just a recognizable as the Stop, Drop and Roll slogan.  Mr. Barclift expressed that it would be  good for all the south eastern states to start looking for the Africanized honey bees.  Alabama would like to join with Florida and Georgia and have all three states getting the same messages out to the general public.

Mr. Bryan said that possibly getting this information out to home builders associations by conference calls could assist with structural bee prevention by providing ideas to builders to be aware about gaps in structures that could be potential bee habitats.

Dr. Kern confirmed that most houses and older homes have lost screens, from deterioration.   He felt that our first priority is to protect outdoor workers, private pest control operators, park personnel, and private individual lawn maintenance personnel.  He would get with Ms. Hunsberger on the bee proofing publication.

Mr. Hayes advised the group that Dr. Ellis is getting up to speed on issues that are not being covered by Dr. Kern and Dr. Phil Koehler.

Mr. Hayes stressed that addressing the African honey bee issue is not a one person job, but a group team effort.

Mr. Johnson from Alabama said he had one last comment to add.  After speaking with Dr. Jim Tew, they were very pleased that the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services' Division of Plant Industry was taking a regional approach to African honey bees and including Alabama in all discussions.

Mr. Hayes said that we hope to have the minutes transcribed and to them next week.  If there were any questions, or concerns to please do not hesitate to contacts us.

The called ended at 11:15.

Respectfully submitted by:  G. W. Hayes, Jr.
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